May - Augest 2009

Editorial

First off, we would like to introduce the new members of
the AAWC team. Ms, Deepa Narayanan is our new project

co-cootrdinator, Ms, Ambrita Dhavle, Miss. Tina Deshmukh . .

and Miss Swapna Gaikwad are our new outreach staff
members, and Ms. Arti Choughale is our new accountant.
The Increasing strength and enthusiasm of our staff |s
Relping us to expand our outreach activities, thereby
strengthening our rmembership and making our programs

a

r_”n more effective.

es2 past few months have also been an exciting time for
cur members as they had the opportunity (o interact with
Miss India world Ms, Pooja Chopra and renowned film
director, Mr. Shekhar Kapoor. Ms. Pooja Chopra inspired
MIE girds to persevere through adversity to reach their
goals, while Shekhar celebrated Rakhi with our vvomen.

Qur program continues tn grow from stienath tu strength.
We would tik 2 to thank all our velunteers for soending their
Jmc to Letter the lives of our heneficiaries. In addition, we
would like to extend a special thanks to ali the
organizations that have supported AAWC, especially the
Sahachart Foundation for spreading awareness about
Apre Asp Women's Collective tnrouon cheir endeavors.

Dr. Levin having a chess game with a sparrow

Apne Aap Women's Collective
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AAWC UPDATE

# Nice Foundation, o Chennol hawd NGO organized o Projsd

Propasal Wrlting and Intefnietionsl Fundraliing Workshop o6

26%and 27" June ot Tote Instinte of Social Seiencas. The workibsh

covered fopics like how 1o idemtify peteniicl funding gandes,
strategies 1o increase Howing funds, tips for websites, druetyrs of
project proposals and so on,

The first International Conference on Aleehal and BIYV Iy indly weé
organized by International Instifte far Popilation Scences on 3" ved
4" of August at Hotel Ta| Prasident, Mutnbal, Emilaant et sor hardisd
setsions on various toples infetlinking Aleoholism, HIV, Seryality and
High Risk Behavicur. Also ssveral resaorches eareled ot inihis tegard
were discussed.

Urited Way Mumbel srganized a Charity Meat with oll NGO 16
discuss Mumbai Mdarathon 2010, AAWL 18 participating W the
Cotparate Challenga, wherein 2 cotprrate hovses heave Ggresd Yo
tpunsnt us.

Ms. Beebar Kidron (ocrloimed Mollyonad Diresdar mad Producs’)
visitad out certre 1o Irterview vomern for o dozumeary the i
maoking on tha Devdosi Ty e m. She usuaily rakes fiims ahout ofthaal
relaiionships. Her films have been a huge hi, "Oirtinges are mst the
only frult”, "Antonia end Jare” 'Shadas of tear”, 1o normie & few,

A rearr. from CRY visited our argunizaticn s & put! of thelr gre-
fundirg assessment formolifies.

Dr. Jomes levina, Professer of Medicine and Heseouriher of
Mayc Clinfe, Minnesoto vivited AAWC 1o know more =hsu our
work, Ha visited the red lignt arer with our ordreuct stntt, interoied
with our beneficiario; cid spent quality time with cur spaftws 166,

Dawn To Earth, an NGO Is coming up with thelr 27 Cutwral Progrom
on 11% and 12% December 2009. They are working in collaberation
with § NGO's. Thelr main objective Is 1o bulld confidences of the
children through Parforming Arts, & of our sporrows have besn
selected through oudition for it.

Indiro Gandhi National Opea University s a well known university for
distance education, AAWC |s [oining hondt with IONGOU 16 have o
Special Study Cantre for the underprivilaged chitdren of the society,
for 10" and 12" closses 16 stort with,

ETHOS is o group of young prefessionals from ditfarent figids, who
are interested 1o help NGOy, using their oreas of expertise, H hos
come up with a pilot profect called *l support HOOs" ond they have
collaborated with AAWC for the same,

F We are currently looking for valuntesrs or teachars whio could fepch

Computars, Maths, Sclance, Economics and Accounts to dur sparrows.
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* Ms. Emmly, from Austratia was with us for & moaty and

[ ]

helped us 1n destgring our D OMOLIONA! MEVET I3
and Hus fnend, who arg pursinng traar

% We have placed many of our girh in Boording Homes, which in
han impose strict rules 1o be followed. These rules have been

mode to ensure the sofe ond healthy upbringing of the girls. In ¥ Mr Prayank Agrawai _ _
this regord, only the mothers are ollowed to visit the giris once © MBA 1n Singapore taught cnckel 10 It giTH O e
mocth: no male member 13 aliowed 1o visit or establish oy kind Saturday’s evenings
ot mw:r Bt we ?m mfn-rmntw ;h:t rncirn}' a hﬂ: our % s Shanoon.Seerwiy, roen USA volume ored wih AAWC
beneficiories [mothers) are oocompomned Dy maie compani~ns. ior 3 nths. and heiped in outreact and S HOTIRTLEAA
To deol with this we held o meehng at our centre with cll the : : | ; :
; P ate! handled Englrsh tuon 307 one of our Ol
women,_to moke them understand the reasons behind these rules, * Mz:;iﬂ;a AELDS B
SPArr ;
ond how negligence on thetr part covid offect the lives of their " i )
douvghters. * Mre. Mukeola jhaveri and hes children taught Chess ans
- - other indoor games 10 wul SparTows and emjoyed themsehwes
%  For the post 10 years we have been helpi OuUr wOmMen secuyre . . |
Yebow ::ﬁm C;rds which peitains 10 ::gte fving oelow The thesoughty . 1t was indeed & sight worth walong %o 2% e
’ : @ - " i N . - X
_ . p— . SPAMFOWT SETUNg in soveral small groups, each an: deephy
Jowerty line. 41 one point, the Government stopped issuing coras | |
e o engrossed in ther games
in this colegory, by many wormen ar2 stiil in need of help. Yo o
. L - s, Arshiya Mittal explored the drawing and hend SaMIng
In this regord, e red Rationing Jfhce mat | il i - .
f e M ewe regonss . .n .mmnﬂ ik - skiltc of nur giris (9 oider geris anc 8 yormges garks) Swonsg b2
exchoage of ration cards of our ben=ficicries who have passed irniaoc Biereics
Cwizy, SSse The sarhe te the de<erving women in the wath.Q His*. R ' " | _‘ N
F rosess is going >nunc: lost ~ne year. MusiC was nlayec ong e gari& were o0 10 v akre
: thio la. e music 2nd make IWIRES. Ths
%  Ow women celeb:ated Raoksha Boodhon wit.: She khar Kepoor, SOmeliiing; 16 ,a e-d o M ) - . .
. ; .. , _ ~as a2 helpfui exercise as Our BS neves Ble 8
ordoimed Director c.um Producer, of S.ms like Mr. Indic, Bandit 7 | gz : T o
. . : encousagernent 10 LNINK Cr vistig ize ssnce thet r craidhood.
queen, Ekzobeh, e*c Sincc M. Kopoor could visit us only in the
svening, we invited only few of our women, unhk= other times. x M Enba from New Zzalend yosned AAWC for 2 month 16
) o 1y actrt ' women ard chinidren.
ouUt 5T ws K2 W oG roos RS *';':f'.,; Rﬂkh' o hif'* F'"""'-{" hﬂ Iaring 1£5 O W ;
- Mr Alan, 4n Auctralan “aticnai, Teacten with a repuned

portapnting ond interocting with . Kopoor . « friendly
crhunl o Mumba., maches Spoken Engisn 10 T AGes

Mo 2
SpArTOws 01« Sa{urday Evertngs.

% The sod news o tho we lost 2 cf our benefdianes, 13 ADS ond
Toberadosus, oged 30 years ond 27 yeors ragprectively. chesc
ore %he times w e feel helpless. ..

ihe Forme » hos been o e nbar of AAWC since | 999 aond is
Wﬂdhymndnptednepbnw, while the lotter become ouf
member in 2006 and 3; survived by 4 children.
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Photo taken by a sparrow for photo
book project by 2 volunteer
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abratioﬁ with Shekhar Kapoor
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ﬁ:; ;}!If_}ur sparrows has been sent to New Life Boarding
tc:-(“ Itwag a Herculean task, as her mother was addicted

| ,-m}gh Expactorants white the brothel owner considered
this girl as a potential for her business. Finally wa wsre

suc;:eﬂsful in displacing the gtr! from a highly vulnerable
environment. o

3 more Sparrows ware referred to New Life Boarding Home in
the previous quarter.

One of our older sparrows has joined Magic Bus NGO, to

nd pavement children.

Ur sparrows wete all excited when we decided to screen the
Oscar Winning moevie “Slumdog Millionaire”,

Mast of them remarked that in life, experiences count more
than education and success comes for 2nybody vho strives
hard in the right way.

Last ysar 2 of our nlder spairov:s got sclected at a 5 Star
Hotel Apprentice prouram. We zre extremely happy thai thay
Nave scored 75% and 79% respectively in thair first year
exams.

One of our sparrows who is 1esiding in New Life Boarding
Ninme got operated tor Apnencicits, and s doiug fine now.

Drovide football training and life skill sessions for the stum

Candle making workshop
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Sitver Innings Foundation, an NGO working for the Aged
has coliaboratad with AAWC {for an intergenerational
Project,

On 13" June they conducted a session with our girs,
foilowed by a poster making session. The goal of the
workshop was 1o sensitize the younger generation about
the rights of the eiderly and the problems suffered by
them. Our girls made 32 poslers, to spread awareness
and put an end to elder abuse. Also the sparrCws
participated in a fancy dress show where they dressed as
aged people.

17 of our girs participated in Summer fFunk 2009
organized by Victory Arts Foundation{Choreographer
Shiamak uavar's Dance institute)

13 sparrows were certified in a Candle Making Coursa of
7 days by Sophia’s Women's Studies Center.

3 snarrows passed 10" standard with 62%, S8% and 52%
respectivety and bave iaken admission in Comunerce and
Arts.
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Stop elder abuse day
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# Our Balwads is aiways buzzing with activities; be it the
regular prayer, rhymes,stories, dance class, games 0 the
craft sessions, we find the children having a good ume.
Individual attention is given to every child. Many & time, children
are taught through play-way method, to ensure better

understanding.
It is unfortunate that these children are prone to deficiencies and skin infections more
often, as they do not five in sanitary conditions or eat healthy food; hence their
nutritionat and medical needs are the most impertant needs we are taking care. Dunng
noon, the teacher prepares ail of them for a nap, by narrating stories. Thus we aim at

holistic development of our children.

This academic year, we have placed 9 children in regutar Municipal and Govt. schools.
Remaining 10 children have gone to village or moved out of the area.

One of the regular probiems we face is the ncn-consistent attendance of the children.
The rezsons tehind this are many, i.e_, the mothers are rot phvsicaliy able to take care

of their children, they are not used to a systematic way of life, =tc.
To deal with this challenge our staff wha has a very good rapport with the

children ard their families, pick up the children from thair homes and drop them back at
noon aftar the Baiwadi classes.

Our Saiwadi was dosed for summer vacation from 1™ April to 307 Sune.

On Raksha Bandhan, our Balwadi teacher introduced them to the tradition of rakhi; (he
giris tied rakhi for the tovs and exchanged sweets,

On account of Indenendence Day, tha chidrer ware taught to salute the tng.an Fiag

a2nd sing the Nat.onal Anthem.
On the same day, Dahi Handi was celebrated. The children had great fun,

burstinig the balioons filed with water that wera hung on a rope.
A new Balwadi called Darchan has opened in the area, whose timings are from 10 a.m.

independence Day Celebration

Aram azs Homans T o= Lo - 18t lane Khetwad 15t Floor Munscipal Schoot, Near Alankar Cinema, Mumbai 400 004 Tet:+ 91 22 2381 3721 emad: apneaap@gmail.com
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