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their tenth standard hcmrd EXAMNS
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were above 55% have chosen to study commerce
Three girls have chosen to study in government
school after completing 1;\{1‘“ 'th }r.m:} wd from a
Municipality School.

We also placed 5 girls into a quaint boardin
school as thetr mothers preferred for them

In this current academic year 2
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The Film Project

This Journey started last year with the She ¢
wherein they learnt the entire process of Film
and OUR Sparrows have turned it into A Vid.
Of AAW.C,

Through this Journey I have been with them bein .
witness to — Brain Storming of script ideas, selecr
the locations, characters, angles, props etc.etc. i
Indeed a Development process mennlly
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Lucky to be with them.” "
Radio Project
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Onur Sparrows recorded the Radio Magazine. on the |
24¢h July. Ir was written by them and rté}ﬂrdcﬂ m?}wf

| voices. | have been working in the Radio Inducty |
| fmcgh:éuc‘? years; I always desired ro hear mv voice 2« |
jac ud. ]‘rf:( childhood wish came true. The silent |
| studio turned to be their room bursting with artistic -j

friendly arguments, laughrer, cheers and claion
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waiting to hear them on the Air. I hear them daily ¢ |
Oou ambut I am sure it’s gﬂing to be a complete
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SOCIAL MARKETING OF CONDOMS

The st signibicant way of reducing the
hgures of HIV in 2 high-risk area is
theough the systemaric distribution of
condoms. After much reseasch. Apne Aap
Women's Collective has joined hands witch
HLFPPT to use social marketing for the
distribution of condoms within the
ensures that good-quality condoms are
casily available ar afordable prices. Ik can
mcrease demand, supply and access to such
comdoms. Sex workers have special needs
when it comes to the usage. Management
of condom distribution by peers can
sumplity acoess vo condoms and reduce

cﬁﬂ‘-

Apne Aap’s field workers after much
mreraction with the women have
confirmed that Ustaad condoms have
betzer lubrication, length and a longer
shelf life. “The customers are even aware of
the brand’ say the women, hence making it
casicr for the women to convince their
clients. They are more durable and
cifecave. These condoms are sold ar Rs. 3

for 5 pieces. While the other brands sold
in the open market are priced at Rs. § for 3

pieces.

There have been challenges in making this
process. As Sangecta an Apne Aap field
staff explained that the women are used to
gerting free condoms by various institu-
tions which lacks in quality. The women
she says "have managed to store up this free
supply hence resisting investing money
into buying newer ones. However, the
argument of Apne Aap is simple...it is the
question of health and of their children in
particular... which cannot be pur to risk.
National Aids Control Organization has
pointed out that the amount of free supply
of condoms does not breakeven with the
number of affected HIV patients. The
success is not predictable but the mantra is
to keep at it’

Apne aap is also going to be instrumental
in installing condom vending machines in
the area with the same Ustaad brand for
casy accessibility. This initiative of Apne

WORKSHOP ON AIDS AWARNESS

HIV/AIDS cannot be considered 2 mere
healch issue as it is closely linked to
cconomic, sociological and political

pects of any socicty. Recent figures of
HIV/AIDS infections among adules and
children in India are estimated ar $.1
million. India has the second largest HIV
positive population after South Africa. If
there are no corrective measures taken
then the risk facrors in India, some predict
the infection levels will rise as high as 20 to
25 million by 2010, or equal to the
combined population of London, New
York and Tokyo. Kamthipura being one of
the high-risk areas in Mumbai it’s impor-
tant for a community based NGO like
Apne Aap to involve themselves and
address severe health issues such as Aids.
Workshops are one of the important
activitics that Apne Aap constantly

engages in. In one such undertaking
Sangeeta- a Senior Outreach Worker
attended a workshop organized by Social
Activists Integration. The workshop was
conducted for three days at Byculla from
the 12th to the 14th of June.

Senior doctors and researchers such as Dr.
Dasha Pandit from Sion hospital, Dr.Dilip
Kadam from KEM and Dr. R.V.Aras
facilitated the workshop. The sessions as
Sangeeta mentioned where extremely
holistic and comprehensive. They were
taken through from the basic introduc-
tions such as the abbreviations of HIV
(human immune deficiency) to the
complex details about how to administer
the medicines prescribed to the patients.
As a field-worker she was able to take back
effective suggestions pointed out by the

Aap is scheduled for the coming quarter
“Anything for our women” says Manju
Vyas, The Chief functionary of Apne Aap
who seems unperturbed by the challenges.

doctors. One such implication was the
importance and the timeliness of the
medicine RNA which stops the mulriplifi-
cation of the virus. The patient needs to be
highly punctual. If the patient skips this
discipline then it is likely to affect the
longevity of the person’s health. It was 2
workshop that pur all her field work into
perspective and gave her practical sugges-
tions that she could apply.

This new perspective will provide 2 new
outline and a mission to work towards for
APNE AAP and in Sangeeta’s sincere
notes two lines were underlined, “that
everyone reaches their end but when we
are entited ro live ...we rather live it with
good health and sprit”
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